Biographical Sketch of

Peter J. Rusthoven
Peter Rusthoven, a partner of the Indiana law firm of Barnes & Thornburg llp and former Associate Counsel to President Ronald Reagan, was born August 12, 1951 in Indianapolis, a grandson of Dutch immigrants and seventh of eight children of Richard and Henriette Rusthoven.  After attending parochial grade schools, he was graduated in 1969 from Arlington High School, where he was salutatorian, a National Merit Scholar and Indiana’s state debate champion.  In 1973, he received his A.B. magna cum laude from Harvard College, where he was one of 12 in his class elected to Phi Beta Kappa as a junior.  He then attended Harvard Law School, where he was an editor of the Harvard Law Review and earned his J.D. magna cum laude in 1976.

Returning to Indiana to practice law, Rusthoven continued active civic involvement that began in 1969, when he worked the first of several summers for then Indianapolis Mayor Richard Lugar.  In 1979, he volunteered in the Reagan presidential campaign, serving as Indiana media director and working closely on Ronald Reagan’s 1980 convention acceptance speech.  He was then Associate Counsel to the President of the United States for the first Reagan term, where his colleagues included John G. Roberts, Jr. (now Chief Justice of the United States).  While at the White House, Rusthoven volunteered for the U.S. Navy Reserve JAG Corps, commissioned in 1982 as a Lieutenant (jg) and sworn-in by then Vice President George Bush, youngest Navy pilot in World War II.  Rusthoven was honorably discharged in 1996 as a Lt. Commander.

In 1985, Rusthoven moved back to Indiana, returning briefly to Washington in 1986 to serve pro bono as Counsel to the Presidential Commission on the Space Shuttle Challenger Accident.  He also worked with President Reagan on several speeches after the President left office, and has continued to assist on many GOP campaigns at the local, state and national levels, including serving as co-chair of Senator Lugar’s 2000 re-election campaign.  In 1998, Rusthoven was a candidate for the Republican nomination for U.S. Senator to replace retiring Senator Dan Coats, and was narrowly defeated in a three-way primary.  In 2001, he served pro bono in the counsel’s office of the Bush-Cheney Presidential Transition, assisting on financial disclosure, ethical and security clearances, and Senate confirmation for President George W. Bush’s cabinet nominees.

Rusthoven focuses his law practice on appellate litigation, business and government services.  He speaks regularly on public affairs; appears frequently on Indiana television and radio (including as the GOP analyst for WTHR-TV, the Indianapolis NBC affiliate); and has written for several journals (including The American Spectator, National Review, Heritage Foundation’s Policy Review, and The Howey Political Report, founded by Hoosier political analyst Brian Howey).  Rusthoven’s civic endeavors include several years as a board member of the Educational CHOICE Charitable Trust, which makes scholarship grants for students whose parents could not otherwise afford alternative school opportunities for their children.  He is currently on the board of the Benjamin Harrison Presidential Site.

Rusthoven is married to the former Erin Jennifer Roth, who is Senior Vice President-General Counsel & Secretary of Wabash National Corporation.  He has six children: Julia Faith (33), a Syracuse University graduate with a master’s degree from the North Carolina School of the Arts, now working in the motion picture industry; David James (30), a U.S. Naval Academy and University of Pennsylvania Dental School graduate, who is a maxillofacial prosthodontist now serving at Naval Base San Diego; Mark Bennett (24), a Southern Methodist University graduate who is policy research assistant for Indiana Governor Mike Pence; Matthew Boyd (21), a junior at Northwestern University; and twins Madeleine Hope and Elizabeth Grace, born in October 2013.  The Rusthovens are Roman Catholic and reside in Zionsville.
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